[Leptospirosis--epidemic, clinical and diagnostic aspects].
Leptospirosis is a major public health problem throughout the world. We studied 22 cases of leptospirosis. They were hospitalised between 1999-2003. Men were more affected than women and those with rural origin prevailed, too. The direct infection was more often found in these cases. These patients presented a large spectrum of signs and symptoms attributable to this spirochetal pathogen. The etiology was dominated by L. pomona, L. canicola, L. wolffi. Leptospirosis presented with 3 syndromes: Weil's syndrome, atypical pneumonia syndrome and aseptic meningitis. The adequate treatment was with penicillin or ampicillin i.v.